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Hans Jorgen was born February 14, 1840 in Vindebæk, Præstø, Denmark,1 which is on the island 
of Møn.  He was an illegitimate child.  His mother, Karen Maria Sorensdatter,2 was a servant 
girl, had just turned 29 and was living with her mother, Ane Margreth Hansdatter, and her step-
father, Peder Andersen.  Her mother was also an illegitimate child.  They rented the house they 
lived in and her step-father was a day laborer.34 
 
Hans Jorgen’s father was Christian Mortensen from Hårbølle, another small town on the island 
of  Møn about one to two kilometers away.  He was 45 at the time and married with a nine year-
old son.  Because of the Danish use of patronimical surnames, Hans Jorgen’s last name became 
Christiansen (son of Christian).5 
 
He was christened at home on the 20th of February, 18406 by the school teacher Lauring.  It was 
common practice for children to be christened at home and then at the church later.  At two 
months of age, he was christened in the Fanefjord Church on April 20, 1840.  Those in 
attendance as witnesses  included the farmer Hans Jorgensen and maiden Anne Maria 
Pedersdatter both from Rytsebæk, the farmer Jens Jorgensen and maiden Maren _____ both from 
Vindebæk, farmer Jens Jorgensen from Vindebæk, Anders Jockum Pedersen from Hårbølle, and 
bachelor Peder Hansen from Rytsebæk.7 
 
When Hans Jorgen was six years old his mother married the bachelor Jens Jorgen Rasmussen 
from Vindebæk.  He was twenty-three at the time and eleven years younger than his bride.  The 
witnesses were his father Rasmus Jorgensen of Hårbølle, a cottager (home owner), and her step-
father Peder Andersen of Vindebæk, a renter.  They were married on the 27th of March, 1846 in 
the Fanefjord Church.  They both received their small pox vaccinations from Dr. Mathiprang at 
this same time.8 
 
Their household was visited with sadness three times when Karen Maria conceived and then 
delivered stillborn children.  A little girl was born and died July 31, 1849 of unknown causes.  
They buried her five days later on August 5.  Karen Maria was introduced back into the church 
on September 23, 1849.9 
 
Hans Jorgen was religious in nature.  In his late teens, he was visited by two LDS missionaries 
who gave him a Book of Mormon which he read.  He put it to the test of “Moroni’s great 
promise”--”If anyone would read this book with a prayerful heart he would know it was true,” 
which he did.  After being visited by the missionaries several times, he joined the church to the 
regret of his parents.  He was baptized February 3, 1862 by T. C. Hisen.10,11 
 
He soon began to prepare to travel to Zion in America. 
 
Taking excerpts from the History of the Scandinavian Mission by Andrew Jenson (p. 161-167) 



we learn what his voyage must have been like.  
 

The number of Saints emigrating from Scandinavia in 1862 was greater than in any 
previous or subsequent year. No less than 1,556 souls, in four different companies, sailed 
from Hamburg on four chartered vessels destined for Utah. The presidency of the 
Scandinavian Mission had made a contract with a Mr. Robert M. Sloman of Hamburg to 
carry the Latter-day Saint emigrants from the port of Hamburg to New York that year, 
and he seemed to have filled his contract with perfect satisfaction to the representatives of 
the Church and the emigrating Saints generally. For several months, the preparation for 
this large emigration had been going on in the different conferences throughout Denmark, 
Sweden and Norway. 

 
The steamer "Albion" sailed from Copenhagen April 14, 1862, with about 500 emigrating 
Saints on board [probably included Hans Jorgen], and, after a successful voyage, arrived 
at Kiel [Germany] at 8 o'clock a. m. of April 15th. After spending about two hours in 
transferring the baggage of the emigrants to the rail. way cars, the company left Kiel on 
an extra train for Altona, where they arrived at 1:30 p. m. Pres. John Van Cott, assisted 
by other brethren, proceeded immediately to read the list of the emigrants and bring them 
on board the ships "Electric" and "Athenia" which, like the "Humbolt" and "Franklin," 
were anchored in the Elbe off Hamburg.  
 
On Friday, April 18th, the ship "Electric"12,13,14 (Capt. H. J. Johansen) sailed from 
Hamburg with 336 emigrating Saints bound for Utah, in charge of Elder Soren 
Christoffersen. The emigrants were from the Lolland and other conferences in Denmark, 
and from Norrkoping Conference in Sweden. The original plan was that the Norrkoping 
Conference contingent should have sailed on the ``Athenia," but this arrangement was 
changed so that some of them sailed on the "Electric" instead.  
 
The "Electric" sailed down the Elbe to Gluckstadt Roads, arriving there about noon.  
Here anchor was cast near the ship "Athenia," which had another company of emigrating 
Saints on board. At this time there were 335 emigrants on board the "Electric" and 486 on 
the "Athenia." The "Electric" lifted anchor April 22nd and sailed to a point off the coast 
of Hanover, where anchor was again dropped and the ship waited for the wind to change. 
Favored at last with a good wind the "Electric" made the final start for America, April 
25th, sailing out into the North Sea. Before sailing, Pres. John Van Cott came on board 
and assisted in organizing the emigrating Saints, who were divided into nine districts, in 
each of which there were from 25 to 40 persons.  
 
During the voyage a number of the emigrants died. Following is a partial list of the dead: 
A woman from Lolland, Denmark, who was sick before she left her home, died May 2, 
leaving her husband and a child; a 15-year old girl died of throat disease May 3rd; a little 
girl from Lolland died May 5th; Sophia Maria Sorensen, the 2-year old daughter of Knud 
Sorensen, from Jutland, died May 8th; Hilma Anderson, a daughter of Sister Susanna 
Anderson, of Sweden, died May 14th; Jorgen Lydersen from Jutland, Denmark, 48 years 
old, died May 17th, leaving a wife and one child; on the same day, Augusta Caroline 
Johanson, the one-year old daughter of August Johanson of Sweden, died; also a little girl 



named Sophia Katrine Johansen from Denmark died; Lars Petter Pehrsson died May 
19th; he was from Vesterplano, Sweden. Pauline Mortensen, a daughter of Carl Fred 
Mortensen, died in the evening of May 25th; she was the third of the Mortensen family to 
die on board the "Electric." At least one marriage took place on board, that of Frederik 
Bernhardt Thyberg and Sister Mathea Josephine Nordfors; they were married May 10th. 
On the 31st of May, one of the sisters gave birth to a child who received the name of 
Electric Sophia Sorensen. A number of meetings were held on board during the voyage 
and union and harmony existed among the emigrants during the entire journey.  

 
The ship arrived safely in New York [on June 5th] and the emigrants landed at Castle 
Garden on Friday, June 6, 1862. Here the company met the Saints who had crossed the 
Atlantic in the ship "Athenia" and who landed on the 7th. Both companies left New York 
June 9th and arrived at Florence, Neb., June 19. 
 
The emigrants who sailed across the Atlantic in the four ships mentioned came together 
in Florence from which place those who had not the means wherewith to equip 
themselves for the journey across the Plains were assisted by the teams sent there from 
the Valley by the Church, while those who had means wherewith to help themselves were 
organized into two independent companies. One of these was placed in charge of Elder 
Chr. A. Madsen and was composed of 264 persons, 40 wagons, 14 horses, 174 oxen. 99 
cows, 37 heifers, 7 calves, 6 dogs and 10 chickens, and brought along 22 tents, 32 
cooking stoves, 5 revolvers and 37 rifles. Hans C. Hansen was captain of the guard and 
Jens C. A. Weibye secretary for the company which was divided into six divisors with 
the following brethren as captains: Soren Larsen, Jens C. A. Weibye, Niels Mortensen 
(Lyuge), Thomas Lund, Lauritz Larsen and Chr. H. Gron. The first mentioned had charge 
of five horse teams and the others eight ox teams each.  
 
The other company, which also counted about 40 wagons, with its quota of persons, 
animals, etc., was in charge of Elder Ola N. Liljenquist, and Elder John Van Cott was 
placed as general leader of both companies, which broke camp at Florence, July 14, 1862. 
The first few days some difficulty was experienced, as the oxen, who were not used to 
Scandinavian orders and management, would often follow their own inclination to leave 
the road and run away with the wagons, but after some practice on the part of their 
inexperienced teamsters, the difficulty somewhat disappeared. The journey from Florence 
was via Elkhorn River, Loup Fork, Wood River, Willow Lake, Rattlesnake Creek, Fort 
Laramie, Upper Platte Bridge, Devil's Gate, South Pass, Green River, etc., to Salt Lake 
City, where the company safely arrived Sept. 23, 1862.  
 
"Of the Scandinavian Saints who crossed the Plains with the Church teams 384 souls 
went with Capt. John R. Murdock's company, which left Florence July 24th and arrived 
in Salt Lake City, Sept. 27th. The whole company consisted of about 700 souls and 65 
teams. On the journey 14 persons died, 2 couples were married and 2 children born."  
 
"Another division of the Scandinavian emigrants crossed the Plains in Capt. Joseph 
Home's company (the 3rd company of the Church teams) containing 570 souls and 52 ox-
teams, which left Florence July 29th and arrived in Salt Lake City Oct.. 1st. A third 



division crossed the Plains in the 4th company of the Church teams under Capt. Ansel P. 
Harmon, arriving in Salt Lake City on the 5th of October. This latter company was from 
the start infested with measles from which about 15 children died on the Plains. Two 
children were killed by the overturning of a wagon".  

 
The Church sent in all six companies (262 wagons, 293 men, 2,880 oxen, 143,315 rounds 
of flour, etc.) to the Missouri River in 1862, to assist poor Saints immigrating to the 
Valley.15 

 



Endnotes 
 
                                                 
1.  Hans Jorgen was born February 14, 1840 in Vindebæk, Præstø, Denmark.  Some original 
research shows his birth place as  Hårbølle.  However on review of the birth record from the 
Fanefjord Parish, it shows that his father, Christian Mortensen,  was from Hårbølle but his 
mother, Karen Maria Sorensdatter,  was from Vindebæk and according to the 1845 Census five 
years later she was still living with her parents in Vindebæk.  Therefore this is the more likely 
place that he would have been born.  He confirms this with the information he gives when he is 
endowed. 
2.  Den Danske Folkekirke, Fanefjord sogn (Præstø).  Kirkebøger, 1683-1920  
[Parochial Register of Fanefjord Parish, 1683-1920.]  Salt Lake City : Filmet for the 
Genealogical Society of Utah ved Arthur G. Hassø, 1949, 1958-1960 og 1969.  FHL INTL Film 
50568. 
3.  Danmark. Rentekammeret.  Folketælling : Præstø amt, 1845  
[Census : Præstø County, 1845.]  Salt Lake City : Filmet for the Genealogical Society of Utah 
ved Arthur G. Hassø, 1949.  FHL INTL Film 39243 (Fanefjord is the last part of this film). 
4.  The 1845 Census of Præstø County under entry number 85 of Fanefjord Parish which 
corresponds to the town of Vindebæk lists: 
Peder Andersen, age 36, renter and day laborer 
Ane Margreth Hansdatter, age 55, his wife 
Karen Maria Soresen, age 34, unmarried, their daughter (she was an illegitimate daughter) 
Hans Jorgen Christiansen, age 5, her illegitimate son 
5.  Den Danske Folkekirke, Fanefjord sogn (Præstø).  Kirkebøger, 1683-1920  
[Parochial Register of Fanefjord Parish, 1683-1920.]  Salt Lake City : Filmet for the 
Genealogical Society of Utah ved Arthur G. Hassø, 1949, 1958-1960 og 1969.  FHL INTL Film 
50568. 
6.  The parish record reports the christening at home was 20 Jan 1840.  This is obviously an error 
as the previous column on the record lists his birth date as 14 Feb 1840 and I don’t believe 
christening was performed before birth.  Likely the date was 20 Feb 1840. 
7.  Den Danske Folkekirke, Fanefjord sogn (Præstø).  Kirkebøger, 1683-1920  
[Parochial Register of Fanefjord Parish, 1683-1920.]  Salt Lake City : Filmet for the 
Genealogical Society of Utah ved Arthur G. Hassø, 1949, 1958-1960 og 1969.  FHL INTL Film 
50568. 
8.  Ibid. 
9.  Ibid. 
10.  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Endowment House.  Endowments of the living, 
1851-1884.  Salt Lake City : Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 1958, 1978.  Vol. E  
27 Feb 1864-9 Jun 1866; Vol. F  16 Jun 1866-25 Oct 1868  
FHL US/CAN Film 183405.  This record can be a little confusing.  I believe that it all can be 
explained by considering that he was speaking English as a second language and probably did 
not know or at least was not asked how to spell the different names. 
 
In the endowment records under the date of 2 May 1868, the name Han Jorgan (sic) Rasmussen 
appears.  It lists his date of birth as 14 Feb 1840.  His place of birth is listed as Windeborg, Mon, 
Denmark.  The original genealogy lists his place of birth as Hårbølle, Præstø, Denmark.  



                                                 
However on review of the records, his father was from Hårbølle but he was an illegitimate child 
and his mother was from Vindebæk where she likely gave birth.  These two towns are about 1 
km from each other and are both part of the Fanefjord Parish.  With his accent,  Vindebæk 
probably sounded something like Windeborg and shows that was the place he considered to be 
his birth place. 
 
His baptism date is listed as 3 Feb 1862. 
 
His parents are listed as Jens Jorgen Rasmussen and Caroline Mayer.  Again with his accent, 
Karen Maria probably sounded like Caroline Mayer.  The fact that he listed Jens Jorgen 
Rasmussen as his father would seem to indicate that he understood that if his mother and step-
father were sealed, he could be sealed to them.  Since his real father was already married and he 
presumably never lived with him, he recognized that he would not be sealed to him.  It was 
probably about this time that he changed his name from Christiansen to Rasmussen. 
 
Also listed in this record are those who participated in the ceremonies.  Among them, H.C. 
Kimball was presiding and E.R. Snow, W.W. Phelps and W.H. Folsom (My wife, Tamara 
Thurgood Rasmussen's great-great-great-grandfather) participated.  
11.  In the book The Patriarch and Prophets, Christ and the Apostles, Reformers and Cities of 
the Bible in Hans Jorgen’s own hand writing is: “Hans J. Rasmussen Book South Cotton Wood 
May 1879.  Hans J Rasmussen baptized Feb 3, 1862 by T. C. Hisen.  Rebaptized in June 1863 by 
Bishop William Price.  Rebaptized again October 31, 1875.” 
12.  Passenger Lists of New York, Customs #506.  FHL Film #175575 (This will have the real 
title.)  Hans Jorgen Christiansen is on this list as is the Fredrick Christiansen family that he 
traveled with.  They did not travel on the Humboldt.  I have been unable to verify where this 
error comes from but it is probably the European Emigration Card Index FHL Film 298431-
298439 as this is the only source I have yet to read through.  He is not on the New York 
passenger list of the Humboldt.  He is not on the German passenger list of the Humboldt.  
Interestingly, neither he nor the Christiansen family are on the German passenger list of the 
Electric.  They are listed as traveling together in the Scandinavian Mission Record 1862 (FHL 
Film 25696). 
13.  Ships, Saints, and Mariners by Conway B. Sonne 
 
Electric  
Ship: 1274 tons: 185' x 39' x 22'  
Built: 1853 by Irons &: Grinnell at Mystic, Connecticut  
 
Flying a German flag, the clipper ship Electric sailed from Hamburg on 18 April 1862. Aboard 
were 336 emigrating Mormons from Denmark and Sweden led by Elder Soren Christofferson. 
Under his direction the Saints were divided into nine districts. The Electric, commanded by 
Captain H. Johansen, was one of four German ships that departed from Hamburg in April 1862 
with Mormon emigrants, the other three being the Humboldt, the Franklin, and the Athena.  
 
The Electric sailed down the Elbe to Gluckstadt Roads where she anchored near the ship Athena 
with her company of 484 Saints. The Electric continued her voyage and again anchored off the 



                                                 
coast of Hanover until the winds changed. On 25 April the winds carried the ship into the North 
Sea toward America. During the voyage meetings were held on shipboard, and "union and 
harmony existed among the emigrants." After a forty-eight-day passage, during which there were 
at least ten deaths, one birth (a girl who was named Sophia Electric Sorensen), and a marriage, 
the vessel arrived at New York on 5 June.  
 
The Electric was one of the famous clipper ships built in America. About 1860 she was sold to 
R. M. Sloman & Edye of Hamburg, perhaps as a result of the Civil War. This three-master made 
one passage around Cape Horn to San Francisco in 109 days from New York in 1854-55-a 
relatively fast time. In 1868 she went ashore at Great Egg Harbor, New Jersey, but extensive 
repairs restored her to service. In November 1872 she was abandoned in the Atlantic in a sinking 
condition.  
 
14.  Posted to the Emigration-Ships Mailing List by Michael Palmer - 10 November 1997 
 
ELECTRIC  
The ELECTRIC was a "medium clipper", built by Irons & Grinnell, at Stonington/Mystic, CT, 
launched on 5 September 1853, and registered at New York on 10 November 1853. 1046 tons 
(1273 tons in the New York certificate of registry); 185' 1" x 38' 7" x 21' 5" (length x beam x 
depth of hold). She was owned first by G. Adams, and later by the Gerry family of New York. 
She made a single voyage around Cape Horn to California, sailing from New York on 15 
November 1854, and arriving at San Francisco on 4 March 1855, a passage of 116 days. She 
sailed from San Francisco on 24 March 1855, and crossed the Pacific to Hong Kong in 48 days. 
From Hong Kong she proceeded to Shanghai, from where she sailed to New York in 106 days. 
Aside from this single round the world voyage, the ELECTRIC served in the transatlantic trade, 
in particular between New York, Havre, and Antwerp. On 30 July 1856, she was purchased from 
Brower, of New York, for $62,250, by the Hamburg shipowner Robert Miles Sloman, who 
continued to employ her primarily in the North Atlantic trade. On 2 November 1868, she sailed 
from Hamburg with 350 passengers and a general cargo, and on 21 December 1868, went ashore 
at Great Egg harbor, New Jersey. Her passengers were landed on the beach, her cargo was 
lightered, and she was towed to New York, where extensive repairs were made. On 7 November 
1872, while bound from Hamburg to New York, she was abandoned, leaky and nearly full of 
water, in lat. 40 North, lon. 55 West. Her crew, together with the crew of the British bark 
CHASE--which the ELECTRIC had earlier come upon in a sinking condition--were picked up 
by the HELMESBRAND, Kjaer, master, and landed at Queenstown (Cobh), Ireland. Masters: 
1856-1859 - J. C. Wienholtz; 1859-1863 - H. C. Johannsen; 1863-1869 - J. Junge; 1869-1872 - 
C. J. N. Peyn. Voyages: 1856-1861 - Mlb/intermediate ports/Bremerhaven; 1861 - New York; 
1861-1862 - New York; 1862 - New York /London; 1862-1863 - New York/London; 1863-1864 
- La Plata/Callao; 1864 - New York/London;1864-1865 - New York /Newcastle on Tyne; 1865- 
New York/London; 1865-1866 - New York/London; 1866 - New York; 1866 - New York 
/Bremerhaven; 1866-1867 - New York/London; 1867 - New York/Philadelphia; 1867-1868 - 
New York/Philadelphia /Bremerhaven; 1868 - New York; 1868-1869 - New York/Bremerhaven; 
1869-1871 - Dona Francisca/Batavia/Semarang /Nieuwediep/Amsterdam; 1871-1872 - New 
York/Bremerhaven; 1872 - New York (twice).  
Sources: Octavius T. Howe and Frederick C. Matthews, American clipper ships, 1833-1858, 



                                                 
Marine Research Society (Salem, Mass.) Publication No. 13 (Salem, MA: Marine Research 
Society, 1926-27), vol. 1, pp. 153-154; Carl C. Cutler, Greyhounds of the sea : the story of the 
American clipper ship (New York: Halcyon House, c1930), pp. 426 and 497; William Armstrong 
Fairburn, Merchant Sail (Center Lovell, ME: Fairburn Marine Educational Foundation, [1945-
1955]), II.1272,; III.1662, 1964, 2021, 2023, 2029, 2037, 2040, 2059, 2069, 2097; IV.2267, 
2648; V.2856, 2858, 2859; VI.3649; Ernst Hieke, Rob. M. Sloman jr., errichtet 1793, 
Veroffentlichungen der Wirtschaftsgeschichtlichen Forschungsstelle e.V., Hamburg, Bd. 30 
(Hamburg: Verlag Hanseatischer Merkur, 1968), p. 374; Forrest R. Holdcamper, List of 
American-flag Merchant Vessels that received Certificates of Enrollment or Registry at the Port 
of New York, 1789-1867 (Record Groups 41 and 36), National Archives Publication No. 68-10, 
Special Lists No. 22 (Washington, DC: National Archives and Records Service, 1968), p. 196 
Walter Kresse, ed., Seeschiffs-Verzeichnis der Hamburger Reedereien, 1824-1888, Mitteilungen 
aus dem Museum fur Hamburgische Geschichte, N. F., Bd. 5. (Hamburg: Museum fur 
Hamburgische Geschichte, 1969), vol. 2, p. 212. 
 
15.  Jenson, Andrew.  History of the Scandinavian Mission(p. 161-167) 


