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My name is Elmo Rasmussen and [ am 85 years old and my memory is
mmmmnwmmm%umlwgm
done, Maybe I am feeling my own mortality. It that have o
me that have meant a lot to me and | would like to get them down I can still
remember them. [ have never kept a journal so [ would like to leave something of
xnecomydnldrmmdw& 1 wouldnt want them to forget me and 1 know
from that time dims the memocies and I wished that my
fo&sbodkﬁmwmuﬁuwﬂmmtlomldmmmmatmmm
gmmmwmwfmmmmmmmm
ves.

I have a strong testimony of the gospel of Jesus Chirist but I don't know if [ have
actually stood right up and bore that to my chikiren. 1 bhope that what we write
here today, that sometime as they read it, It may have an influence on their lives
and give them the realization that what we have in our church, in the Priesthood
and the power of prayer and that our Heavenly Father still works miracies among
his children here on Earth. | have read the Book of Marmon and the Bible three
or four times both in English and in Danish. [ have a pretty knowledge of
our and 1 know that in the not too distant future I will stand before my

Hea hﬂwmdalldwaoodmd:nthebodlhullundanwmbthldm
before us and | hope that the good will counteract some of the bad, and if not I
have faith that the atoning sacrifice of our Savior Jesus Christ will take over. That
1 will be privileged to have my wife and family in the next world

The thing that I am going to tell you about happened in Denmark while 1 was on
my mission. [ had just got out of the Army where [ had volunteered. I didn'
volunteer because I was any big hero, but I volunteered because my wife was
abwuohmanmmwmmdltmwlﬂmmmewme
government would pay for the operation. 1 had just been out of the Army, I'm not,
mlwwmbutaddmdythehm\ﬁrmmmbmmmms
was still in progress. At that time the government had put a limit o the number’
ommmauhectmthoould ddmedhranmisiau. I had been
a Seventy and at around that time they had a Stake Conference, one of
the old ones where you had two hours in the moming, then you went home for
mbotnmdt\mhouubthem. During the moming sessbon,
President Milton R. Hunter of the Seventies was there and he stood up and said,
"I want to intenview two Seventies for a full-time mission between meetings.” |
never thought much about it until I was bome eating dinner and saw the Bishop
pull up outside and 1 knew I was In trouble. 1 had never ever turned down &
calling in the church. Me and my wife talked it over and told the Bishop we
woaild Jet him know between meetings. We decided that [ would volunteer to
fulfill a full time mission. Of course, he got us up in afternoon meeting to make a
hittle speech and a big fuss, but I dont think I realized what 1 had done. He said
that you will be getting your call kn two or three weeks, He sald do you have any



preference where to go and 1 sald my ancestors came from Denmark, maybe |
should go over there. Do you realize that that is a two and a half year mission
instead of a two-year? 1 said if I can handle it for two years, [ can surely handle it
another six months. In about three weeks I got a greeting from the President of
the church me that 1 had been called to fill a two and a half year mission in
Denmark. [ had just gotten home from the Army not too many years and had just
gotten my married life straightened up and getting ourselves into a position to
mabadwmll!vlns, I had a contract feeding out purebred bulls for Chick Bedke
and when he sold them 1 got a commission and that was the first real money [
had made in my life. 1owned a kttle farm, we had bought some cattle. I bought a
new truck and some haying equipment. At that time the farmers had just started
baling their hay, so [ got a truck and a loader and started to hauling baled hay. |
was was ambitious and working hard and starting to make 2 Ettle progress
. When the call came, the Bishop met with me and be said how are you
to handle this financially? My wife and [ talked it over and if 1 was going to
a mission I would support myself so that we would get all the blessings. [t was
2 $300 a month mission and all the stuff [ got from Salt Lake told me what | had
3&“&&“"’“}’ busy. Mh:;wv:&%ﬂ e e
time. 1got Ve YOU two to get
your business lined up and together. Immediately | had a contract to deliver a Jot
o(hay 1 got it dooe 1o make a few dollars and then we rounded up 21l of our
cattle, we sold everything we had, we sold all of our farm machinery, we sold our
trucks and hay loaders until we were right back to where we started from. It
thﬁlmwmmmﬁkmahbwmwmw
family we could just about pay for my mission

So when it came time 10 leave on my mission I went to Salt Lake and we went by
train and boat in them days. 1 got on the train and I didn't have any money to
buy anything to eat with so [ took enough sandwiches from home to do me for the
three days on the train. When we landed in New Yok, I remember the Colonel
came 1o visit me, He was stationed arcund there someplace and he took me out
1o supper that night and the next day there was eight of us missionaries going to
Denmark and Sweden.

We got on a bus and went down to the pler where we got on the Stockbolm, It
W‘W ship, a beautifial all white ship. | was standing on the
pler on the oltbuﬂpmdhdntedpﬂlimmloﬂheﬁer. I think it was
really the first time it hit me what was going to happen. 1was leaving home with
I knew and going to a land for two and a half years that T couldn even
speak the language to arder 1o eal. It was befoce the time of MTC s0 we
went over, You left to go over absolutely nothing about the
langusge. We spent 15 days on the boat. The first night out the dining room was
50 crowded they had to make two seatings. The second night out we ran into a
bad storm and there were 50 many people seasick that half the seating was not
taken up in the dining room. [ have never been seasick crossing both occeans.



We were on the boat for 15 days. We had a little Swedish boy for our room
steward and he really took good care of us. We always had fresh fruit, anything
we wanted 10 eat or drink day or night. He made our beds and all we did was tip
him any amount we fielt we when we got off. We met a man on the boat
that was coming from the United States that had lived In Demark and was going
back, 0 we got a little insight as to what it would be like.

When we landed over there and got to the mission home, that was the first time |
realized how the actions of people could influence the church. When the
mission presi interviewed us be stressed 1o us, *1 want 10 stress to you very
sternly that when you administer and bless somebody be sure you know where
your prompting Is coming from before you promise them anything and that it is
not your own sympathy you feel for the people.” He said we just had a very bad
incident here in the Danish mission that has caused a lot of bad reflection on the
church. He didn't tell us what it was, but I was talking to a missionary later and
this is what be 10ld mee. It seemed like there was a young couple that was very
active in the church and a few years ago the woman had had a baby and during
having a baby she had had an epidural and it had left her paralyzed from the
waist down. She had been wheelchair bound for three of four years, A
couple of missionaries got a hold of ber and at that time were having a
cotference in Denmark and it is such a Nttle country that all the missionaries, all
the church members, and investigatoes from all over the island came to Denmark
for conference. This missionary had gotten a hold of this woman and told
buthalﬂsbewoddbe% during the conference when the spirit of the Lord
was its very thickest, they wheel her in in 3 wheelchair at the end of the
first session of conference and give her a blessing and beal her from her affliction,
make her so she could walk.

That is exactly what happened. The missionaries wheeled her to the front of the
congregation. One of the missionaries ancinted ber and the other gave her a
blessing, and just like in the Bible when Christ sald to arise and be whaole, this
missionary grabbed a hold of ber and said, "I command you stand up® and
grabbed her by the hands and jerked ber up on her feet. Of course the minute he
let go she fell back down and you can imagine the bey of the Lutheran priests
and the non-believers. The Mormons were not very well liked anyway. The
propaganda that they come out against the church, the fun that they made. Little
did 1 know when the mission president was telling me to be careful about who we
administered to and what we promised, that two years from then [ would have
that really tumed back in my face.

As it happened, me and my companion were tracting in a high-rise apartment
complex in a town of Odensa. | was a senior edder and we spent about seven or
eight bours tracting because in those days you never had referrals or help from
church members. We spent many hours tracting. This day we had been tracting
in this apartment and had nothing but dooes slammed in our face until
my j companion “Elder, I believe it would be easer to kill them and do
for the dead.” We just came out of this apartment and we met a lady in a




white uniform. She was evidently a nurse, she sald she was a nurse. She was a
nurse to a young lady upstairs. She asked us if we were ministers, 1 sald, "Weil
we are missionaries from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Salnts and we
have the authority from Jesus Christ to act as ministers.” | said what do you
want. She sald | am a nurse to a young lady upstairs and she has been watching
you and she asked me to come down and get you and see if you would come up
and pray over her. It was so seldom that wanted us to come and even
talk to them that it was really a surprise, [ sald we would be glad to. [ said we
could go up right now. We followed her upstairs and as she opened the door she
sakd | want 1o warm you your are going to see something that will be very hard
maybe for you to understand. She said this young lady had started being sick
ﬁouryenxmjuuwadlb' getting worse. She says she has been to
every good in Denmark and Sweden. She bas had Lutheran priests come
in and pray over her a dozen times and the last time she was at the doctor they
told her that there was nothing they could do for her, to go home and in a short
while she would lose her mind and peobably die because of the pain that she was
in. She had a little four year old son and she had sent him to Norway 1o live with

his grandparents.

We went into the room and this young woman was laying on a hospital bed by the
window. As we got over by ber, 1 had been in the Armyy for a long time and seen
some quite terrible things, but nothing could have peepared me to look at this
young lady. She said in a voice that 1 could just barely hear, would you pray over
me. As soon as 1 got the lump out of my throat and the tears out of my eyes I told
ber that I would be glad to. If you wonder what she looked like, on her forehead
and on her cheekbones, wherever the hide was close to the bone, it had split
open. You could see the bones on her forehead, you could see the bones on her
cheeks, oo her hands the flesh bad split open. You could see the bones on her
arms and when 1 knelt down by the side of ber bed and took her lttle hand in
mine it just felt like a plece of petrified wood or something with absolutely no give
to it, no moisture to it. When she asked me if 1 would pray for ber, [ said do you
believe in a supreme being and she said yes [ believe in God the Father and Jesus
Christ, 1said you probably read in the Bible that when he was here on Earth he
went about bealing people, giving people blessings, raising them from the dead.
She said yes. 1sald when he was here on earth he gave his same power to some
men that he called his twelve and we call it the priesthood and 1 said |
can trace my priesthood back my time to Jesus Christ himself. 1sald we
claim 1o have the same authority as his apostles did while they were here on
earth. 1said do you believe that. She said I haven't any reason not to. I said do
you remember in the Bible where the aposties tried to cast the devil out of a
person and they couldn't do it and they went to the savior and they said why can
we do this, we've seen you do it, be said these kind only come out through

and prayer. Then I remembered what the mission president bad told me and 1
knew that the emotional condition 1 was in that 1 was in no shape to give that day
the kind of that she deserved. 1 sadd 1 will give you a blessing, 1 will pray
for you now and ask Father in Heaven to belp you to relieve the pain that you are



experiencing at this tinse and then I sald we would like to go and fast for 48 bours
and try to Jeamn the will of the Lord concerning what we should tell you,

When we left there | immediately told the mission president in Copenhagen and
toldlnmmtmuki?mmandthnwmmhgwboldusmﬁmm
I asked him at the end would you come help me administer to this young
lady. He was the kind of man that made you believe that if he asked Heavenly
Father to move a mountain, that a mountain would be moved out of his place. 1
had that much faith in him. I knew if I could get him to come and give this young
lady a blessing that the Lord would take care of it. He said Eler Rasmussen 1
will not caly come and help you administer to ber but all of us here in the mission
dbccwﬂlhamdlwilmwdwaﬂtbcdmmhddm
and tell them what is up and have all the mission in Denmark fast for 48 bours
and pray with you. At the end of this 48 hours we will come and administer to
that young lady. It took a great weight off of my mind because I was the senior
elder 10 know that he was going to take that responsibility. When the 48 hours
was up, | met him at a trakn depot and we went to this place, him and my
companion and I and I told him a little bit what to expect and when we got to this
house, we went up to the room. 1 could see that he was effected
about like the rest of us. He had been a dairy farmer in Salt Lake and be was an
old man when he was called to be mission president, but when he was a young
man he was in Norway and learned the Noewegian language and he had only
been in Denmark just a short Jength of time 50 his Danish wasnt very good, so he
spoke a little Danish, a litthe Norwegian and a litthe English and he always told
people if you want you can understand me. So I ancinted this young kady with oil
and then he knelt byhubedandhidhhbmdlonlunnd ve her a
blessing, ldoo’tmb«mhlmboaldhhhhhﬂmbuﬂmb«
this, be said Father in Heaven we are your servants here in Denmark, we hold
your haly priesthood and it is our opinion that this lady has suffered Jong enough
and:houldbebded. I think before e even got done it looked like this
young lady had gone to sleep. She bad such a peaceful on ber face. We left
llmmdnnmdlimand my companion went out to supper and broke our fast
andwlunlhﬁlm)ddunm(huwemldbebncklnadtyortvadmw

with you again.

So in a couple of days, me and my companion went back and when we opened the
door and the nurse met us, we knew that something good had happened. She
sald elders you wont believe it. We went in and the young lady was still in bed.
She was 50 weak she probably hadn’ been able to take any nourishment in
months. She was weak, but on her face and forehead where the big cracks
had been, all you see was a litthe tiny red line. The meat oo her hands and
arms had chosed up and as 1 touched her hands it was just as soft and smooth as
baby skin. The nurse todd us that she had already sent to Norway to have her son
come home and you could imagine how grateful that young woman was. | was
transferred out of that district just about then and I never did get a chance to go
back but | heard from the other missionaries that her son had come home, that
she was investigating the church and it Jooked like a sure thing that she would



become a member. That had 1o be a miracle in the truest sense of the woed, there
is no way you could talk yourself out of that.

‘The other thing | wanted to tell you about, my companion and | was tracting in a
little town called Orhuse. We went back to cur rooen that night and 1 saw a letter
from the mission office and that generally meant a transfer or getting chewed out
about something, so [ was hesitant to open it. When I did there was the
membership of a young kady in it with ber address and the note sald that this
young lady used to live in Ovhuse, was a good church member, then she married a
farmer and moved and the church had lost all contact with her and they told us to
hunt up this address to go find her, see what ber feefings were towards the
church, give her whatever encouragement we could if she was having
The address was sbout 20 miles out, Now to give you a little
before this, during the World War If, Germany had occupled

Denmark, sent a bunch of soldiers there and the soldiers had just drove the farms
craxy stealing their pigs, calves, anything they could eat until the farms all got

and they sent 10 Sweden to a company that trained guard dogs. Th%.

a bunch of those guard dogs to Denmark and If you know about how

in Denmark are, out of the farms the bulldings are bullt in a square.
There ks the house, the cow barn, the machine sheds, the pig pens, the storage
bins and all were built in a big square and the only opening was a big high cement
wall with a big heavy gate. Inside that was a courtyard where they worked on the
machinery, where they parked the machinery, where they done everything,
When they sent for these guard dogs they would keep them in a kennel during the
&MMMMEMWW. the night. We heard rumors that

that there be some around. They sald these farms had chased missionaries
with pit threw things at them and woukin't be above tuming the dogs

The next day we jumped on our bicycles, it was a beautiful day and we had to
pedal out 20 miles 1o where this address was. When we got there the house was
set down In the field about a quarter of a mile or so off the main road and so we
started down in there and just as we got started down in we seen what it Jooked
like, a big dog was standing out there. We began 1o fear and tremble a little right
then but we had come that far and we would at Jeast make an attempt. As we got
a littde closer we could see that the dog was on a long chaln thed to a peg driven
into the ground. The nearer we got the more nervous the dog got, trotting around
and around in a circle and where he had been trotting around all these years he
had a nice path wom. This house was off to the side and all these buildings was
on the other side of the gate and they had this dog tied so he could guard the
house and the gate going into the yard. The nearer we got the more nervous that
3&. These dogs were big dogs, they were not as tall as a great dane and they
real heavy shoulders and a big vickous looking mouth. As we got a Bttle
nearer that dog really got nervous and 1 said well Jet's holler and see if we can



raise anyone out of the house. When we hollered that dog went insane. He
would back up as far as he could and run at us as hard as be could against the
chain and it would jerk him backwards. He was bleeding at the muzzde where he
hit his face on the ground when he went over and he kept doing that. One of us
said what do you think would happen if that chain broke. Just about the second
time he hit the chain after we said that the chain broke. The dog had been hitting
that chain and was so surpeised that be almost kit right at our feet. He looked like
there was about feet of chain arcund his neck behind him and this
old boy meant He crouched down on his hind Jegs and was just ready
to spring at us and do us in when the chain raised up off off the just about
as high as a man's belt would be and it became tight and it that dog around
facing whatever it was and his back to us. [don't know what that dog saw, but his
tail between his legs, his ears went down, he slunk down like he was
scared to death and in a minute he started down across the fleld and

was running beside him beating him over and under and he was crying at the top
of his volce. My companion and I checked each other out to see if we had seen a
hand pick up that chain. We wanted o ssy that we did, but we didn't, but we
know that there was some kind of an immortal human being that picked that
chain up and jerked the dog around and when the dog seen him that is when it
really put the fright in him. It tummed out the lady wasn't bome and when we got
bome that night you can bet we knelt down and thanked our Heavenly Father
that we were still alive. We know beyond a shadow of a doubt that dog would
have killed one or both of us. To me that was another miracle,

Those things have stayed with me all my life. There is jut one more Ettle thing I
would Bke to mention.

We were out tracting one day and knocked on a door and an old lady opened the
door. It tumed out she was 80 years old and [ spoke to her and told her who we
were. In Denmark they have two languages, the people out in the country can't
understand the people in the city and the people in the city can’t understand the
mmmwwmmwmmmmw When
I talked to her she broke into a smile and said come on in. She says 1 have had
missionaries for 20 years and you are the first one | have been able to
understand, | 1 spoke such poor Danish maybe | talked the same language
she did. She said | have read all the literature, I want to be baptized, I was just
waiting for someone to come that I could understand and that could understand
me and I could tell them what [ wanted, | sabd 1 will make arrangements and |
will be happy to baptize you, Before that she had two daughters and they came to
me and sai are out of your mind. Our mother can't even stand to have her
budmlndfwwchmwcbuﬁuldmbahir. We can't even wash her bead,
She immediately comes down with some kind of a bad disease. She said if you go
ahead and do this and mother dies we are going to hold you accountable for that.
1 said don't woery [ will give your mother a blessing befoce | baptize ber and the
Lotd will see that nothing happens to her. 1 went and we held the baptism and |
baptized her and condfirmed her and she never suffered the keast bit of iliness.



Her daughters even admitted that there must be something to it that she could be
immersed in water and not suffered any il effects.

1 think I will sgn off. 1 come back, I have other things I want to tell, I
might want to have bed a Bttle more what | should have been keeping in a
diary a little about my life that maybe my kids might be interested in.

I want to bear my witness that 1 know these things are true and I have seen the
Lord’s hand in all of these things. 1do it in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.



